COINAGE

subject was M. Raol Rochette. He was followed in his own
country, by M. Jacquet and in Germany by the Grotefends,
Muller and Arseth. The Journal des Savans, the Journal
Asiatique, the Vienna Jahr-Bucher, the Vienna Oriental
Journal, the Gottingen Anzeigen, and the Numismatic
Journal of London, all vied with the Calcutta Journal in
disseminating the results of Mr. Masson's discoveries
and Mr. Prinsep's interpretations. Prof. Wilson's Ariana
Antiqua, and Prof. Von Lassen's Geschichte der Griechischen
Konige in Baktrien, Kabul und Indlen, gave us learned
dissertations on Bactrian and Scythian coinage and thus our
knowledge of the early Indian Coinage was first gained.

SECTION II

Coinage: purely of indigenous origin, developed by the Greeks.    The
Greek Invasion and the Grseco-Indian Coins.

The opinion expressed by M. Lenormant that the mecha-
nical process of coining money properly so-called, was un-
known to the Indians until they learned it from the Greeks
after the invasion of Alexander, was vigorously combated by
the late Mr. Thomas with considerable success. The truth
seems to be that though all ancient Indian coinages, with the
slightest pretensions to artistic merit, are ultimately traced to
Greek origin, yet the Idea of coining money and a knowledge
of the simple mechanical processes necessary for the produc-
tion of rude coins originated independently in India, or at least
were not borrowed from the Greeks. Sir Alexander Cunning-
ham asserted that the "so-called" punch-marked coins were
"as old as 1000 B. C and perhaps even olden" The most
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